 Notice of Interim Rate Increase by 

Golden State Water Company

Region III Service Territory 

Advice Letter 1309-W 

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) ordered Golden State Water Company (GSWC) to file a General Rate Case for the company’s Region III service areas in July 2008 for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012. Since the review periods lasts up to 18 months, GSWC could be facing a delay in recovering revenue for its cost of doing business beginning January, 1 2009.

 To prevent that delay, GSWC has filed Advice Letter 1309-W with the CPUC, asking to approve the company’s request to implement an interim rate increase for 2009 beginning on January 1, 2009 in its Region III service areas.  
GSWC is seeking to increase rates by $4,481,200 or 4.74% in 2009. The request is an adjustment to recover the inflationary increases in the cost of providing service. 
GSWC’s Region III service areas serve approximately 98,000 customers in all or portions of the cities of Barstow, Lenwood, Town of Apple Valley, Lucerne Valley, Morongo Valley, Wrightwood, Calipatria and the community of Niland, and adjacent territory in Imperial County. Cypress, La Palma, Los Alamitos, Placentia, Seal Beach, Stanton, Yorba Linda, Cowan Heights, Lemon Heights Rossmoor, Claremont, Montclair, Pomona, Upland, San Dimas, Charter Oak, Glendora, Monterey Park, Rosemead, San Gabriel, Arcadia, El Monte, Irwindale, Monrovia and Temple City and adjacent vicinity in the Los Angeles, Orange and San Bernardino Counties.

 If the CPUC approves this rate increase request, the increase in 2009 would reduce the requested increase GSWC is seeking in 2010 in its Application No. 08-07-010.  

If this advice letter is approved, a typical Region III residential customer on Schedule No. R3-1-R with a 5/8 x 3/4 inch meter who uses 2,600 cubic feet of water per month (19,448 gallons) and is billed $69.10 per month, the monthly bill would increase $2.68 or 3.88% in 2009. 
A residential flat rate customer, on Schedule No. R3-2 would experience a monthly increase of $2.49 or 4.74% from $52.55 to $55.04.  

Under the regionalized rate structure, rates in the Morongo Valley and Wrightwood Customer Service Areas are not going to change as a result of this advice letter.
Public Comment

Written public comment by GSWC customers is very much desired by the CPUC and may be sent to the Public Advisor’s Office.  The Public Advisor’s Office was established to assist members of the public who want to participate in CPUC proceedings.  If you wish to participate or comment on this application, you may do so by e-mail or writing the Public Advisor’s Office at 320 West 4th Street, Suite 500, Los Angeles, California 90013, or by email to public.advisor.la@cpuc.ca.gov.  Please refer to Golden State Water Company’s Advice Letter No. 1309-W in any communications. 
Protests and Responses

Anyone may respond to or protest this advice letter. A response supports the filing and may contain information that proves useful to the Commission in evaluating the advice letter.  A protest objects to the advice letter in whole or in part and must set forth the specific grounds on which it is based. These grounds are:

(1) The utility did not properly serve or give notice of the advice letter;

(2) The relief requested in the advice letter would violate statute or Commission order, or is not authorized by statute or Commission order on which the utility relies;

(3) The analysis, calculations, or data in the advice letter contain material error or omissions;

(4) The relief requested in the advice letter is pending before the Commission in a formal proceeding; or

(5) The relief requested in the advice letter requires consideration in a formal hearing, or is otherwise inappropriate for the advice letter process; or

(6) The relief requested in the advice letter is unjust, unreasonable, or discriminatory (provided that such a protest may not be made where it would require re-litigating a prior order of the Commission.)

A protest shall provide citations or proofs where available to allow staff to properly consider the protest.

A response or protest must be made in writing or by electronic mail and must be received by the Water Division within 20 days of the date this advice letter is filed.  The address for mailing or delivering a protest is: 

Tariff Unit, Water Division, 3rd floor

California Public Utilities Commission,

505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102

E-mail: water_division@cpuc.ca.gov

On the same date the response or protest is submitted to the Water Division, the respondent or protestant shall send a copy by mail (or e-mail) to us, addressed to:  

Golden State Water Company

ATTN: Ronald Moore

630 East Foothill Blvd.

San Dimas, CA 91773
Phone (909) 394-3600 ext. 682
Fax: (909) 394-7427 or 

E-mail: rkmoore@gswater.com
If you have not received a reply to your protest from the utility within 10 business days, contact this person at (909) 394-3600 ext. 682.

If you need additional information, you may call the Golden State Water Company Customer Service Center, toll free, at 1-800-999-4033, TTY 1-877-933-9533, 24 hours a day.

Si necesita asistencia en Español, tenemos representantes de servicio al cliente disponibles para ayudarle cuando lo solicite. 

GOLDEN STATE WATER COMPANY

